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The Parish of Darfield
All Saints Darfield and St Michael Great Houghton

Sunday 9th March 2025
First Sunday of Lent
10:45 a.m. Holy Communion Darfield
Sunday 16th March 2025
Second Sunday of Lent
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion Great Houghton
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship Darfield
4:00 p.m. Café Church Darfield Church Hall

We aim to be a visible spiritual presence in our communities as we strive to make Jesus known to all.

First Sunday of Lent

Holy God, our lives are laid open
before you: rescue us from the chaos
of sin and through the death of your

Son bring us healing and make us
whole in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Readings

Deuteronomy 26: 1-11
Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16
Romans 10: 8b-13

Luke 4: 1-13

Readings for this week
March

9th Psalm 107: 17-32
10th Psalm 107: 33-43
11th Psalm 108
12th Psalm 109: 1-15
13th Psalm 109: 16-31
14th Psalm 110
15th Acts 20: 22-38
16th Acts 21: 1-16
Contacts:
Churchwarden Peter Robinson

Jo Darlison
Peter Robinson

PCC Secretary
Safeguarding

Urgent - We need a Parish Safeguarding Officer

A Parish Safeguarding Officer is a legal requirement and not just an optional
extra. Roland Kouble was our Parish Safeguarding Officer but is now leaving
the parish. The job is important but not too onerous. If any safeguarding
issues arise, you are not expected to solve them but just to pass them on to
the relevant people on the Diocesan Safeguarding team.

You are mainly responsible for ensuring that all the people who need a Dis-
closure and Barring Service (DBS) check get one, then that they renew at the
appropriate time and do the relevant training (usually online).

See Peter for more details
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| Electoral Roll - Final call for members - this year's renewal |
U finishes on 15th March. If you do not complete a new form by [
[ this date then you will not be able to vote at the Annual Meeting |
| on 6th April, nor will you be eligible to be a member of the PCC |
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& Flower Rota This year's rota is now available for those of you 5
& who want to provide flowers for our churches during this year. &
& A way of commemorating a significant event or person. %
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01226 753 572
07469 857 315
07910 728 581

Boardgames Club
Saturday 15th March

Darfield Church Hall

6:30 p.m. for 7:00 p.m. start

Website http://www.darfieldallsaintschurch.org.uk/
Email Allsaintschurchdarfield@gmail.com
Facebook @darfieldallsaints

Prayer: Forward any prayer requests to our Prayer Ministry team through
Carol Hunter: 07542 527 331

Prayer Square

Community Shop on the Go and Warm Welcome Space
Darfield Church Hall

Thursday 20th March from 9:00 a.m.

Community Shop - Next Dates: 3rd April & 17th April

Although the Community Shop on the Go continues on its
fortnightly rota, the Warm Welcome Space is open

every Thursday between 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.

This week we are praying
for the residents of
Darfield

Palermo Fold
Marsala Walk
Sorrento Way
Belvedere Drive
Lugano Grove
Genoa Close

The PCC of Darfield is a Registered Charity (no. 1185316).
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P Do you recognise this Scenario?
= Proclaiming There are four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody
(8]]]| Jesus

and Nobody.

There was an important job to be done, and Everybody was
asked to do it. Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it.

Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got
angry about that, because it was Everybody's job.

Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized

The Parish of Darfield that Everybody wouldn't do it.
All Saints Darfield and St It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody
Michael Great Houghton did what Anybody could have done.

It is all too common in our churches, just as in many other walks of life. It is quite clear to everyone that our churches
at Darfield and Great Houghton need workers to keep them running, yet when we ask for volunteers, we get few
coming forward. s it that people don't volunteer because they think that they are not clever enough? Young
enough? Old enough? Capable enough? Do they think that they don’t have enough time, or money, or experience?

One thing that we all have as Christians, is a faith and trust in God, through Jesus. If we have that faith and trust,
then we will know that God will be calling us to certain jobs and that, if He calls us, He will equip us. When | took on
the job of Church Treasurer about 9 years ago, my only qualifications were that | had used simple spreadsheets
before and that | could add up (often with the help of a calculator), but | did see that Darfield Parish had need of a
Treasurer and | felt the subtle tug of God nagging me that this was perhaps my job. | waited for someone else to
step forward, but no one did, and the prodding of God continued, so in the end | took on the job. | started alright
but soon felt a bit out of my depth and had a major panic, but then | prayed (having run out of all other options).
Help and reassurance immediately appeared from various unexpected quarters. That has been my experience as
Treasurer throughout the whole nine years — periods of panic, then prayer, then help. | know full well that | cannot
do this job on my own, but | have learned that | don't need to, as God will provide the help and reassurance when
needed. HOWEVER, this relies on other people responding to God's call and prompting.

Is God calling you to be a ‘Nobody'? Will you respond? If you don't then you are letting down not just God but also
your fellow workers here in Darfield and Great Houghton churches.

We have the Annual Parochial Church Meeting [APCM] coming up on 6" April 2025, when we will elect our
Churchwardens (two needed) and Parochial Church Council members.

Your first way to help is to ensure that you are on the Electoral Roll so as to be eligible to vote at the APCM.
The electoral roll is being renewed this year so EVERYONE needs to re-register on it. Forms are available at
the back of church. They need to be handed back by 15th March 2025

Another way to help is to prayerfully consider whether God is calling you to be a Churchwarden. We currently
only have one, Peter Robinson, and we should have two. It is a responsible but rewarding job. See Peter for
more details of what it involves. Churchwardens will be elected on 6™ April. It is unfair and un-Christian to
expect one person to do the work of two.

Is God calling you to be a member of the Parochial Church Council [PCC] Members of the PCC make the
decisions which are needed to keep our churches running. These may be legal, financial or matters of faith.
The members of the PCC need to represent the congregation as a whole and, therefore, need to check with
the congregations for their views. They are also Trustees of the PCC Charity

We also have many ‘job opportunities’ within the churches (none of them paid, | am afraid). Currently we need
— a Parish Safeguarding Officer, sidesmen (people who hand out and collect in service sheets and welcome
people into church), Bible readers in the services, people to lead prayers in the services, church cleaners,
helpers with refreshments on Sundays and also at our Thursday Warm Space sessions in Darfield. Someone
to be a deputy treasurer and work with Kay and Susan, deputy churchwardens who can help with some day-
to-day jobs of the churchwarden, people to run the computer and overhead projector in services, people to
set up the Holy Table for communion, helpers in the ‘Open the Book’' team to go into schools, bell ringers,
helpers in the churchyard, someone on the PCC who will be the secretary and take minutes, someone to
prepare rotas, etc, etc. You may well have thought of other ‘job opportunities. As you can see, the variety is
enormous and the need is even more enormous — and urgent.

Please start praying about all this now. We will try to provide more descriptions of the various jobs in the news
sheet in coming weeks.

Is God prodding you to be a ‘Nobody’ in some area of our churches?  Kay Valentine



