
Darfield Snowdrop Trail 
Saturday 15th February 2025 

10:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 
Darfield Church, Churchyard 

& Museum 
Churchyard Discovery Trails for 

children and adults 

Children’s activities and hot drinks 
in Church 

Snowdrop Fairy Trail, activities 
and refreshments in the Museum 

Volunteers are needed in 
Church to meet and greet, 

refresh and chat to our visitors 
Sign-up list in Church 

The Parish of Darfield 
All Saints Darfield and St Michael Great Houghton 

Saturday 8th February 2025 
4:00 p.m. Café Church Great Houghton 

Sunday 9th February 2025  
Fourth Sunday before Lent 

10:45 a.m. Holy Communion Darfield 
Sunday 16th February 2025 

Third Sunday before Lent 
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion Great Houghton 
With Rt Rev Dr Pete Wilcox, Bishop of Sheffield   

10:45 a.m. Morning Worship  Darfield 

Companions in Daily Prayer  
Weekdays 8:30 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. 

Join our team on weekdays - search for Companions in 
Daily Prayer on facebook.com 

Ordinary Time 
Our Church year has two periods described as 
Ordinary Time. We will be familiar with the great 
festival times of Easter, Pentecost, Christmas and 
Epiphany, and the times of preparation during 
Advent and Lent. The other two periods during the 
year make up Ordinary Time. We are now in the 
first of those periods, that between Christmas/
Epiphany and Lent where we can prepare ourselves 
for the rigours of Lent and Holy Week which leads 
to Easter and the Resurrection. 
This year there will be just four Sundays of Ordinary 
Time before Lent starts on Ash Wednesday which is 
a variable date governed by the date of Easter 
Sunday. The events leading to the Resurrection 
took place at the time of the Jewish Passover which 
was set using the Jewish Calendar which was 
related to the movements of the sun and moon. In 
325 AD, the First Council of Nicaea fixed the date 
for Easter as the first Sunday after the first full 
moon on or after the Spring Equinox. 
If you are observant, you will notice that the 
frontals on the Holy Table and Pulpit, which have 
been white since Christmas Day are now green and 
will remain so until Ash Wednesday when, for the 
period of Lent they will be purple before changing 
back to white for Easter.     
Our Gospel readings over this period of Ordinary 
time are not ordinary in that they include two 
significant events which were the seed from which 
the Church grew. As well as miracles and parables, 
we read of the calling of the first twelve disciples to 
follow Jesus and them being sent out on their first 
evangelistic mission 
Where are we compared to those first disciples? 

The Parochial Church Council 
One of the important sections of our forthcoming Annual Parochial Church Meeting will to elect members to serve 
on our Parochial Church Council (PCC). The PCC is made up of our licenced Clergy, Churchwardens, Deanery Synod 
or Diocesan Synod members, nine elected lay members and three representatives from Great Houghton, a total of 
eighteen places. As we move towards our Annual Parochial Church Meeting in April, our membership will be just 
nine. At this time in the life of our Parish we need a strong PCC to work our way through this time of Vacancy whilst 
we commence the process of finding that person who has been chosen by the Lord to lead our Parish and the Parish 
of Ardsley and to maintain our mission to those who live in our Parish.   
Members of the PCC are also Trustees of our Registered PCC Charity. 



 Resources and Contacts 

Our Web Site 
http://www.darfieldallsaintschurch.org.uk/  

Email Allsaintschurchdarfield@gmail.com 

Facebook @darfieldallsaints 

DEADLINE for Content 
Items, preferably via e-mail, to 

pdrobinson@live.co.uk 
Tuesday 5:00 p.m. 

The PCC of Darfield is a Registered Charity (no. 1185316). 

Safeguarding contact Dr Roland Kouble 
   07896 025 780 

Churchwarden Peter Robinson 01226 753 572 
PCC Secretary Jo Darlison 07469 857 315 
Clergy Rev Fiona Kouble 07852 316 796 

Find us on A Church Near You 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/ 
Search your current location or Postcode 

All Saints St Michael 

Prayer:   
Forward any prayer requests to our 
Prayer Ministry team through  
 
Carol Hunter: 07542 527 331 

Prayer Square 
This week we are praying 

for the residents of 
Darfield 

Meadow Drive 
Church View  

Riverside Close 
Cliff Drive  
Cliff Road 

Maran Avenue 
Attlee Crescent 

Community Shop on the Go and Warm Welcome Space 
Darfield Church Hall 

Thursday 20th February from 9:00 a.m.  
Community Shop - Next Dates:  6th and 30th March 

Although the Community Shop on the Go continues on its 
fortnightly rota, the Warm Welcome Space is open 

every Thursday between 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.  
Please note the revised times from 14th February   

 Fourth Sunday before Lent 
Lord of the hosts of heaven, 

our salvation and our 
strength, without you we are 
lost: guard us from all that 
harms or hurts and raise us 
when we fall; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
 

Readings 
Isaiah 6: 1-8 [9-13] 

Psalm 138 
1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 

Luke 5: 1-11 
 

Readings for this week 
 February 
9th  Psalm 101 
10th  Psalm 102: 1-17 
11th  Psalm 102: 18-28 
12th  Psalm 103  
13th  Psalm 104: 1-9 
14th  Psalm 104: 10-26 
15th  Acts 15: 1-21 
16th  Acts 15: 22-41 

What’s in a Book Micah 
There are two Old Testament prophets whose names could be confused as 
they are both derived from ‘Who is like Jehovah’ which is an alternative 
version of ‘Who is like the Lord our God’ [Psalm 113: 5]  
The Book of Micah is attributed to Micah of Moresheth, a small town in 
southern Judah. [Micah 1: 1] It was written in the second half of the eighth 
Century BC when Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah were kings of Judah. Its main 
theme warns of the impending judgement on Samaria and Jerusalem which 
was to be enacted some one hundred and fifty years later at the hands of 
the Babylonian Empire. However Micah also promises a new ruler for Israel. 
‘But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 
origins are from of old, from ancient times.’ [Micah 5: 2]. This passage was 
cited by King Herod’s advisors when the Wise Men arrived in Jerusalem in 
their search for the King of the Jews. [Matthew 2: 1-14] 
Jesus used Micah as an inspiration when He warned His disciples that His 
coming was not to bring peace but a sword and would set some families 
against each other. [Matthew 10: 35-39 & Micah 7: 6]. A familiar passage, 
often used at times of Remembrance is Micah’s prophesy for the End Days 
where ‘They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they 
train for war anymore.’ [Micah 4: 3] These words echoed those of Micah’s 
contemporary Isaiah where the people would go up to the Mountain of the 
Lord and regain their trust in the Lord and their differences would be settled 
by the Lord provided that they walked ‘in the light of the Lord’ [Isaiah 2: 1-5] 
The other prophet whose name has the same derivation was Micaiah who 
lived at the time of King Ahab of Israel. He was out of favour as a prophet 
since he never prophesied anything good about Ahab [1 Kings 22: 8]. This 
was at a time when Ahab and Jehoshaphat, King of Judah were planning to 
challenge the Kingdom of Aram which was occupying Ramoth Gilead, part 
of their kingdoms. Some four hundred prophets had advised the two kings 
that they would be victorious. Micaiah prophesied the opposite with the 
Israelites scattered on the hillside like sheep without a shepherd. [1 Kings 22: 
17]. Additionally, if the king returned safely from the battle then the Lord 
had not spoken through Micaiah. The kings duly took their armies into 
battle and King Ahab was hit by an arrow and died on the battlefield.           

Annual Meetings - Sunday 6th April 2025: 10:45 a.m. 


