
The Parish of Darfield 
All Saints, Darfield and St Michael, Great Houghton 

Sunday 3rd March 2024 
Third Sunday of Lent 

9:00 a.m. Holy Communion Great Houghton 
10:45 a.m. Service for Sunday Darfield 

Saturday 9th March 2024 
4:00 p.m. Café Church Great Houghton 

Sunday 10th March 2024 
Mothering Sunday 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
10:45 a.m. Holy Communion Darfield  

12:30 p.m. Baptism Darfield 

Lent 2024: The Prayer Course: 
Eight Weekly Sessions based on the Lord’s Prayer  
Wednesday 6th March:  Petition 
  “Give us this day our daily bread” 
 12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.  at Ardsley:  
 7.30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  at Great Houghton 

An Urgent Appeal… at the moment the Goldthorpe Salvation Army Food-bank has a high level of demand 
for the following items… 
Long-life milk: rice: sugar: coffee: tuna: porridge: jam: custard and toilet rolls 

A box is set up in the resource area at the back of All Saints to collect these items for onward delivery to Goldthorpe 
for distribution. If you have other items to donate they will be accepted as will cash donations. 

A Covenant for the People 
The two Covenants we have seen so far in our most recent Old Testament readings have been made between God 
and the two named individuals, Noah and Abraham. Our next Covenant can be described as the Mosaic Covenant 
where the L೹೼೮ establishes a Covenant with the whole of the people of Israel.    
Some three months after leaving Egypt, the wandering Israelites came to the desert of Sinai which is between the two 
northern arms of the Red Sea and camped close to Mount Sinai [Exodus 19: 2]. The mountain is also called Mount 
Horeb in other Biblical writings [Deuteronomy 5: 2] and much later was the destination for Elijah when he was 
running away from Queen Jezebel [1 Kings 19: 1-8] It is also variously described as the Mountain of Elohim and 
Mountain of YHWH. It was also where Moses encountered the L೹೼೮ in the burning bush when he was commissioned 
to go to Pharoah to begin the process of releasing the Israelites from their slavery in Egypt. 
The L೹೼೮ called to Moses from the mountain with a message for the whole people of Israel. If they would obey the 
L೹೼೮ fully, then He would establish His covenant with them. They would become His treasured possession and a 
Kingdom of priests and a holy nation [Exodus 19: 5, 6]. The people responded with “We will do everything the Lംഅ೷ 
has said” [Exodus 19: 8]. After preparing the people, Moses was summoned by the L೹೼೮ to climb the mountain where 
the L೹೼೮ gave Moses what we recognise as the Ten Commandments [Exodus 20: 1- 17] along with more details and 
amplifications [Exodus 21: to 24:]  
Moses built an altar and sacrificed some young bulls and took half of their blood and splashed it on the altar. At this 
point the Covenant was confirmed, and the people responded once again with “We will do everything the Lord has 
said; we will obey.” [Exodus 24: 7] Moses then sprinkled the remaining blood on the gathered people as a sign of 
the Covenant. 
Unfortunately, it didn’t take long before memory of the Covenant faded. Moses went back up the mountain to be 
with the L೹೼೮ and was hidden from the people by a cloud where he stayed for forty days. [Exodus 24: 18]. Thinking 
that Moses had left them, the people demanded “gods that would go before them”. [Exodus 32: 1]. Aaron, the brother 
of Moses, collected gold from the people and made it into the form of a calf and set it up as the gods that had 
brought them out of Egypt. This would be the first of many times over the following centuries that the Israelites would 
forget their covenant with the L೹೼೮. 

“We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; we are children of the same heavenly Father; we welcome you” 
This response follows the Baptism but often has a hollow ring to it. Why? Because there are very few members of our  
fellowship of faith who are there to witness the event. These families have decided that they want to mark a 
significant event by accepting the Sacrament of Baptism. The least we could do is to be there to support them.     



Resources and Contacts 

Our Web Site 
http://www.darfieldallsaintschurch.org.uk/  

Email Allsaintschurchdarfield@gmail.com 

Facebook @darfieldallsaints 

DEADLINE for Content 
Items, preferably via e-mail, to 

pdrobinson@live.co.uk 
Tuesday 5:00 p.m. 

All Saints PCC Darfield is a Registered Charity (no. 1185316). 

Safeguarding contact Peter Robinson  
pdrobinson@live.co.uk   07910 728 581 

Churchwarden Peter Robinson 01226 753 572 
Parish Admin Jo Darlison 07469 857 315 
Clergy Rev Fiona Kouble 07852 316 796: 
  Note new contact number  

Find us on A Church Near You 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/ 
Search your current location or Postcode 

All Saints St Michael 

Prayer:  
Forward any prayer requests to our 
Prayer Ministry team through  
 
Carol Hunter: 07542 527 331 

Prayer Square 
This week we are praying for 

the residents of Darfield... 

Barnsley Road 
Woodhall Close 
Woodhall Flats 

South Street 
South View 
West Street 

Inkerman Road 

 

Psalm 19: 1,2,7,9,14 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his 

hands. 
2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal 

knowledge. 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of the 

Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 
9 The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the Lord 

are firm, and all of them are righteous. 
14 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be 

pleasing in your sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.  

Community Shop on the Go brings high quality food to areas where people 
may be struggling to access good food for either financial or geographical reasons. 
Darfield Church Hall Car Park  
Thursdays between 9:30 a.m. and 12 noon  
The Church Hall will be open between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. to provide light 
refreshments and a warm space for their customers.  
Next dates are Thursdays, 7th March and 21st March 

 Second Sunday of Lent  
Collect 

Eternal God, give us 
insight to discern your will 

for us, to give up what 
harms us, and to seek the 

perfection we are 
promised in Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Readings 
Exodus 20: 1-17  

Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 

John 2: 13-22  
  

Readings for this week 
March 

3rd  Daniel 2: 1-9 
4th  Luke 7: 1-10 
5th  Luke 7: 11-17 
6th  Luke 7: 18-30 
7th  Luke 7: 31-50 
8th  Luke 8: 1-15 
9th  Luke 8: 16-25 
10th Luke 8: 26-39 

Electoral Roll and Annual Meetings 
Forms are now available to accept new entries to our Electoral Roll, our 
basic membership list. You can join the Roll if you are over sixteen, and 
live in the Parish or have attended worship over the past six months.  
Nomination forms are now available for Churchwardens, Assistant 
Wardens, one Deanery Synod representative and members of the 
Parochial Church Council  

Flower Rota 
The flower rota for 2024 is now available for you to volunteer to provide 
flowers on a particular date significant to you… 
Easter Decorations Please consider making a cash donation to help 
decorate the church. Donations to Kay or Peter 

Cleansing the Temple: [John 2: 13-16]  
“Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” 
St John records this incident at Passover early in the ministry of Jesus whilst 
the other Gospel writers put it firmly in the days leading up to the 
Crucifixion [e.g. Matthew 21: 2-13].  
Various levels of sacrifice were needed as part of Temple life and the rituals 
of the Jews. The Outer Court of the Temple had developed into a 
marketplace selling the necessary animals and birds for sacrifice. The high 
prices set by these sellers could only be paid in Jewish Shekels rather than 
the basic Roman and Greek currency in normal circulation in the country. 
The various money changers had free reign to set their exchange rates 
which were mainly seen as unfavourable to those visiting the Temple. They 
incurred the wrath of Jesus as he made a whip and drove them from the 
Temple 


