The Parish of Darfield
Knowing All Saints Darfield and St Michael Great Houghton
Jesus Sunday 30th March 2025
Proclaiming Fourth Sunday of Lent
10:45 a.m. Mothering Sunday Breakfast Darfield
3:00 p.m. Mothering Sunday Service with Cake

Jesus

: Great Houghton
T Sunday 6th April 2025
Fifth Sunday of Lent
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion Great Houghton
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship and Annual Meetings Darfield

Laetare Sunday

This Sunday, the fourth in Lent marks the middle of the Lenten period. Historically, it was a day on
which the rigorous fasting regime of Lent was relaxed and given over to celebration. The name
Laetare is derived from the first words of the Latin Mass "Laetare Jerusalem" translated as "Rejoice!
O Jerusalem" and taken from Isaiah 66: 10. Other, more obvious names for this Sunday are mid-
Lent Sunday and Refreshment Sunday. However we will all be more familiar with its modern name
of Mothering Sunday but not to be confused with Mother’s Day. It as a day on which Christians
traditionally visited their Mother Church, the church where they were baptised. Over the years this
has developed with more emphasis on the links between us and our earthly mothers.

Biblical references to mothers start with Adam and Eve where Adam names Eve “because she
would become the mother of all the living.” [Genesis 3: 20], Jochebed, the mother of Moses,
{Exodus 6: 20] shows her love for her son by protecting him against the decree of Pharoah that all
Hebrew boy babies should be thrown in the Nile [Exodus 1: 22] The familiar account of ‘Moses on
the Bulrushes' led to him being adopted by Pharoah'’s daughter. [Exodus 2: 1-10]. Hannah
dedicated her long-awaited son, Samuel, to the Lord [1 Samuel 1: 28]

A widow in Zarephath and her son were suffering during a drought inflicted on the nation by the
LorDp. She unknowingly encountered the Prophet Elijah and shared what little food she had with
him. Elijah lodged with them and through the Lord'’s intervention they had sufficient food to see
them through the drought [1 Kings 17]. The boy took ill and died but Elijah prayed to the Lord for
his life and he was restored. The widow was singled out by Jesus when He was talking about
prophets being accepted in their own country. [Luke 4: 25]

A Canaanite woman from the region of Tyre and Sidon came to Jesus for help for her demon-
possessed daughter. Her faith enabled Jesus to grant her request, even though she was not of the
house of Israel

We cannot leave Mothering Sunday without mentioning some significant mothers in the New
Testament. The elderly child-less woman Elizabeth gave birth to John the Baptist. Her cousin Mary
was chosen by God to be the earthly mother of Jesus. Timothy's mother, Eunice, and his grand-
mother Lois are commended by Paul for their faith which was an example to Timothy and a basis
for his faith [2 Timothy 1: 5]

Mothering Sunday: Annual Meeting Nominations
God of love, passionate and strong, tender and Nominations are now open for the elections to be
careful: watch over us and hold us all the days of held in our Annual Meeting on 6th April
our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Churchwardens
Readings: Deanery Synod Representative
Exodus 2: 1-10 ; 1 Samuel 1: 20-28 PCC Members

Psalm 34.11-20 ; Psalm 127.1-4

2 Corinthians 1: 3-7; Colossians 3: 12-17 Asszstant‘Churchwardens
Luke 2: 33-35 ; John 19: 25-27 There are many unfilled spaces on the Sheets



Fourth Sunday of Lent

Merciful Lord, you know our
struggle to serve you: when sin
spoils our lives and overshadows
our hearts, come to our aid and
turn us back to you again;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Readings

Joshua 5: 9-12
Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5: 16-21
Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32

Readings for this week

March

Acts 23: 12-22
Acts 23: 23-35
April

1st Acts 24: 1-16

30th
31st

2nd Acts 24: 17-27
3rd Acts 25: 1-12
4th Psalm 118: 1-14
5th Psalm 118: 15-29
6th Psalm 119: 1-8

Prayer Square

This week we are praying
for the residents of
Darfield

Lombard Crescent
Capri Close
Bari Close
Alba Close
Rimini Rise
Marina Rise
Parma Rise

Prayer:
Forward any prayer requests to our
Prayer Ministry team through

Carol Hunter: 07542 527 331

Community Shop on the Go and Warm Welcome Space
Darfield Church Hall

Thursday 3rd April from 9:00 a.m.

Community Shop - Next Dates: 77th April & 1st May

Although the Community Shop on the Go continues on its
fortnightly rota, the Warm Welcome Space is open

every Thursday between 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.

What's in a Book Malachi
Malachi is the last of the Minor Prophets and the last book in our Old
Testament. We know nothing of his background except that his name is
derived from My Messenger and that he was active around one hundred
years after the return from exile in Babylon. The city and Temple had
eventually been restored and the people had high hopes that the promised
Messiah would soon come to set up God's Kingdom over Israel and the
surrounding nations and bring peace to the area. It comes as no surprise
that, once again, the people were struggling with their relationship with the
Lorp and lived with poverty and corruption in Jerusalem. Even so, the Lord
still shows His people love and compassion, even though the people can't
see it. The Lord promises to send “His messenger, who will prepare the way
before me. Then suddenly the LORD you are seeking will come to His temple;
the messenger of the covenant” [Malachi 3: 1]
Malachi delivers a rebuke to the Priests and people, calls them to
repentance and delivers a promise of future blessings despite their
previous failings. In the four centuries following Malachi, we have no
recorded prophetic words. The Persian Empire was defeated by the Greeks
under Alexander the Great and became part of the Greek empire. In 63 BC
the Roman Republic defeated the Greeks and the area became the Roman
Province of Judea under King Herod the Great.
It was into this background that the time came for Isaiah’s prophesy of '
"The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the Lord,"
was fulfilled in John the Baptist [Isaiah 40: 3; John 1: 23]
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Developing a (D sias
Personal Rule of Life

Join Rev Chrissy to discover more

Saturday 12t" April
at Darfield Church Hall

10.30am-12ngen
Or

Tuesday 15t April
/I at Christ Church Ardsley
' 7-8.30pm

ts for Christ

Peter Robinson
Jo Darlison

Churchwarden
PCC Secretary

We still need someone to act as Parish Safeguarding

Office - see Peter for details

Our Web Site

http://www.darfieldallsaintschurch.org.uk/

Resources and Contacts

01226 753 572
07599 275 605

contact Peter Robinson
07910 728 581

Safeguarding

DEADLINE for Content
Items, preferably via e-mail, to
pdrobinson@live.co.uk

Email Allsaintschurchdarfield@gmail.com

Tuesday 5:00 p.m.
Find us on A Church Near You

Facebook @darfieldallsaints

The PCC of Darfield is a Registered Charity (no. 1185316).

St Michael

All Saints
[l Fsile

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
Search your current location or Postcode




