The Parish of Darfield
All Saints Darfield and St Michael Great Houghton

p= . Sunday 2nd March 2025
~ Proclaiming .
3 | Jesus First Sunday before Lent
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion Great Houghton

; 10:45 a.m. Morning Worship Darfield
[ﬂ Ash Wednesday 5th March 2025
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion [BCP] Darfield
I:” Saturday 8th March 2025

4:00 p.m. Café Church Great Houghton

Sunday 9th March 2025

Knowing
Jesus

Annual Meetings -
Sunday 6th April 2025: 10:45 a.m.

First Sunday of Lent

10:45 a.m. Holy Communion Darfield

Radiant Faces:

Just over three months after their dramatic escape from Egypt, Moses and the Israelites came to Mount
Sinai in the Sinai Desert where they set up camp. [Exodus 19: 1,2] The Lord called to Moses from the
mountain and Moses went up the mountain where the LORD made a promise that the Israelites would be
His treasured possession and a kingdom of priests and a holy nation so long as they kept the Covenant
and obeyed the Lorb fully. [Exodus 19: 5]

The Lorp then gave Moses what we know as the Ten Commandments [Exodus 20: 1-19] which the Lord
inscribed on two stones [Exodus 31: 18]. After some time when Moses returned from the mountain, he
discovered that the people had prompted Aaron to create a golden calf to be an object of worship. Moses
was angry and destroyed the calf and threw the stones on the ground, breaking them into pieces. Moses
was commanded by the LORD to carve out two new stones and take them up the mountain where the LorD
re-inscribed the Covenant of the Law, the Ten Commandments. [Exodus 34: 28]

When Moses returned to the people, they could see that his face was radiant because he had met with the
LorD. Moses then put a veil over his face which he kept on except when he went into the Tent of Meeting
to be with the Lorb. [Exodus 34: 35]

In our study of the Gospels, we find several occasions where Jesus took himself away to a nearby mountain
to escape from the crowds and to pray to his Father. [Matthew 14: 23] On one such occasion, He took
Peter, James and John with Him. Whilst praying, the face of Jesus took on a radiance and his clothes
became as bright as a flash of lightning [Luke 9: 29]. Jesus was joined by Moses and Elijah and was talking
to them. Despite Peter’s frivolous attempt to build shelters for them he was to recall the Transfiguration in
one of his letters to 'those who through the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ have received
a faith as precious as ours' as eyewitnesses of His majesty [2 Peter 1: 1, 16]

Parish Profile 2025 ’Y’Y’Y’Y’Y’Y’Y’Y’Y’Y

A reminder that, over the next few weeks, your PCC has to produce a Parish
Profile which will be seen by prospective applicants for our Oversight minister /\( IMPORTANT §
appointment. We are seeking your views to support the PCC in this endeavour. I . .
You can pick up a form, complete it and place it in the box in Church or send an f‘( You will find W'th. this f‘(
email to Allsaintschurchdarfield@gmail.com. A{ Newssheet a reminder A{
There ?Ar/%four heﬁdingsa:co c_ons?ider... A{ about the Electoral A{
at are the good points:
What are the challenges? "( Roll anfl an update on "(
What qualities would you like the new minister to show? the Parish Vacancy ]
What would you like the future of All Saints and St Michaels to look like. "(

It will be the present and our future ambitions which will attract interest /\Q,«\(,«\{,«\(,«\(,«\(,«\{A{A{A{

Urgent - We need a Parish Safeguarding Officer

A Parish Safeguarding Officer is a legal requirement and not just an optional extra. Roland Kouble was our Parish
Safeguarding Officer but is now leaving the parish. The job is important but not too onerous. If any safeguarding
issues arise, you are not expected to solve them but just to pass them on to the relevant people on the Diocesan
Safeguarding team.

You are mainly responsible for ensuring that all the people who need a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check
get one, then that they renew at the appropriate time and do the relevant training (usually online).

See Peter for more details




First Sunday before Lent

Holy God, you know the
disorder of our sinful lives: set
straight our crooked hearts and
bend our wills to love your
goodness and your glory in
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Readings

Exodus 34: 29-35
Psalm 99
2 Corinthians 3: 12 - 4.2
Luke 9: 28-36 [37-43a]

Readings for this week

March

2nd Acts 18: 18-28
3rd Acts 19: 1-22
4th Acts 19: 23-31
5th Acts 19: 32-41
6th Acts 20: 1-12

7th Acts 20: 13-21
8th Psalm 107: 1-16
9th Psalm 107: 17-32

Community Shop on the Go and Warm Welcome Space
Darfield Church Hall

Thursday 6th March from 9:00 a.m.

Community Shop - Next Dates: 20th March & 3rd April

Although the Community Shop on the Go continues on its
fortnightly rota, the Warm Welcome Space is open

every Thursday between 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.

Prayer Square

This week we are praying
for the residents of
Darfield

Shroggs Head Close
Park Hill
School Street
Queen Street
Victoria Street
Coronation Street

Prayer:
Forward any prayer requests to our
Prayer Ministry team through

Carol Hunter: 07542 527 331

What's in a Book Zephaniah

Zephaniah introduces himself as a great-great-grandson of King Hezekiah.
[Zephaniah 1: 1] who is mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus [Matthew 1:
10]. He was active in Judah during the reign of King Josiah (640-609 BC).

On balance Hezekiah had been a good king and had attempted to bring the
people back to the Lord [1 Kings 18: 3]. He had repaired the Temple and had
stripped his kingdom of all references to idols, His Kingdom was also under
threat from Sennacherib, King of Assyria [1 Kings 18: 13].

Hezekiah was succeeded by his son, Manasseh who reigned for 55 years [2
Kings 18: 2] but resumed the religious practices of the surrounding nations
[2 Kings 21: 1]. His son Amon succeeded but only reigned for two years and
continued to follow the ways of his father. [2 Kings 21: 19] Amon was
assassinated in a coup by his officials. The people killed all the platters and
installed Josiah, the son of Amon as King. Josiah however, ‘did what was
right in the eyes of the Lord’ [2 Kings 22: 2]. Once again, all the various
pagan influences and artefacts were removed from the land. The Book of the
Law was discovered in the Temple and read to the people of Jerusalem and
the Covenant with the Lord was renewed by Josiah. [2 Kings 23: 1-3]

This was the background to Zephaniah's prophesy. It foresaw the destruction
of the Kingdom of Israel but urged the people to seek the Lord before the
destruction was to take place. [Zephaniah 2: 3] The prophesy ends with a
promise to the remnant of Israel from the lord; ‘I will give you honour and
praise among all the peoples of the earth when | restore your

fortunes’ [Zephaniah 3: 20]. Josiah was given a promise through the prophet
Huldah that, because of his efforts to maintain the covenant with the Lord,
the destruction would only take place after his death.

Josiah was killed in battle with the Egyptian Pharoah, Necho and was
succeeded by his son Jehoahaz who reverted to doing evil in the eyes of the
Lord [2 Kings 22: 32]. After just two months Jehoahaz was deposed by
Pharoah Necho and replace by his brother Eliakim who was renamed to
Jehoiakim and who continued to do evil. [2 Kings 23: 36-7]. Before long,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched against Jerusalem and eventually
demolished the city walls and the Temple and took the people into exile in
Babylon.

Churchwarden Peter Robinson
PCC Secretary Jo Darlison
Clergy Rev Fiona Kouble
Our Web Site

http://www.darfieldallsaintschurch.org.uk/

01226 753 572
07469 857 315
07852 316 796

Resources and Contacts

contact Dr Roland Kouble
07896 025 780

Safeguarding

DEADLINE for Content
Items, preferably via e-mail, to
pdrobinson@live.co.uk

Email Allsaintschurchdarfield@gmail.com

Tuesday 5:00 p.m.

Find us on A Church Near You St Michael

@darfieldallsaints

Facebook

The PCC of Darfield is a Registered Charity (no. 1185316).

All Saints
[l

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
Search your current location or Postcode
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Electoral
Roll Special

Action Needed

by 13th March 2025
A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Our Parish Electoral Roll is now being renewed. Even if you were previously on the Roll, you MUST apply
again. Those whose name was previously on the roll will already have received an application form and
information. Please ensure that you complete the application form and get it back to a member of the
PCC by 13th March 2025 so that the new roll can be compiled.
If you did not receive an application form but would like to be added to the Parish Electoral Roll please
take an application from the back of church, complete it and return it as above.
What is the Electoral Roll? The Parish register of electors and is a measure of the
strength of our Parish . Joining the Church Electoral Roll means that you can attend the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting, vote on Church matters and stand for election to the PCC.
Do | have to join? Being on the Electoral Roll does NOT make you a “member” of
the Church; simply regarding All Saints or St Michael’s Church as your spiritual home does that. You can,
of course, be a full and active member of our church without joining the Roll. Being on the Electoral Roll
does not entail signing up to any additional commitments.
What does the Electoral Roll affect? The number of PCC lay members. If the Roll is not
representative it means that the PCC is too small for the workload involved, putting heavy strain on the
members.
Representation on the governing bodies of the Church (PCC, Deanery Synod, Diocesan and General
Synod).
Do | qualify for the Roll? You must meet ALL the following
You must be aged 16 or over (though you can apply in the year you become 16 and your
name will be entered once your birth date has passed).
You must be baptised.
You must be a member of the Church of England* and EITHER live in the parish OR have
attended a church in the parish regularly for at least 6 months.
Why join the Electoral Roll? You become entitled to participate in the government of
the church and an important way of confirming your commitment to All Saints and St Michael’s Church
communities and to the Parish vision.

Knowing
Jesus

Proclaiming
Jesus
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Any person entitled to attend the Annual Meeting may raise any question of parochial or general church
interest.

Joining the roll is an important statement of witness and a step along the path of discipleship. With your
name on the electoral roll, the strength of the Church can be seen in our local area, and across the
Diocese.

If you're a regular at Darfield All Saints or Great Houghton St Michael’s, you should be on the Electoral
Roll!

The Parish of Darfield: All Saints Darfield and St Michael Great Houghton
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Latest on the Parish Vacancy

Note: in this document the words Parish of Darfield or Darfield Parish refer to the combined Parish of All
Saints Darfield and St Michael Great Houghton
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When Fiona is licenced to Tideswell on 15" March 2025 the Parish of Darfield together with the Parish of
Ardsley will be vacant. In former times the Patron of the Parish had the right to nominate someone to take

up the post. Currently this right is suspended for the Parish of Darfield and soon will be for Ardsley. This

will allow appointments as Priest in Charge to the two parishes and as Oversight Minister in the
Mission Area. Currently there is some discussion as to the membership of the Mission Area [Currently

Wath 2 with the Parishes Darfield, Ardsley, Thurnscoe, Bilham, Barnburgh and Adwick on Dearne]. There

are two Oversight Ministers with Rev Sarah Maughan based at Thurnscoe and Rev Jo Twigg based at
Barnburgh.

During a Vacancy it is usual that no major changes can be made in the Parish.
There is a fixed process which we must go through as part of the appointment process.

Production of Parish Profile
Current survey of congregations to look at the present and future (NOT THE PAST)
What are the good points?
What are the challenges?
What qualities would you like the new minister to show?
What would you like the future of All Saints and St Michaels to look like.
This will be combined with Ardsley to produce a single profile.

Agree Person Specification and Role Description

Once the Profile is agreed, the post can go to advert in the Church Times and on the Diocesan Website

Provisional date in June 2025.
The advert will be live for around one month.
Interviews are scheduled for July/ August 2025

If an appointment is made there is a brief period for Safeguarding issues before the appointment can be

announced in all Parishes concerned

Then a period of 3 months’ notice if appointee is in post elsewhere

This assumes there is a suitable applicant first time.

Previous appointments to both Parishes have been lengthy processes.

Clergy Accommodation

It seems likely that the post will be advertised with accommodation at Ardsley Vicarage.

The Rectory at Darfield is not fit for purpose and would need an enormous amount of money spent on it

to bring it anywhere near the current specification for Clergy houses. It will be sold but the proceeds are

ring-fenced for the Parish of Darfield if a Clergy House is needed in the future.
There is a Curate’s house in Ardsley recently occupied by Rev Chrissie Moorey, but it doesn’t meet the

specification for an incumbent level minister. Its future has not been mentioned and with no minister in

post there will be no Curate in 2025 [normally start in June]

Please direct any questions/comments to Peter



