
Darfield Snowdrop Trail 
Saturday 15th February 2025 

10:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 
Darfield Church, Churchyard 

& Museum 
Churchyard Discovery Trails for 

children and adults 

Children’s activities and hot drinks 
in Church 

Snowdrop Fairy Trail, activities 
and refreshments in the Museum 

Volunteers are needed in 
Church to meet and greet, 

refresh and chat to our visitors 
Sign-up list in Church 

The Parish of Darfield 
All Saints Darfield and St Michael Great Houghton 

Sunday 2nd February 2025 
Candlemas 

9:00 a.m. Holy Communion Great Houghton  
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship  Darfield 

Saturday 8th February 2025 
4:00 p.m. Café Church Great Houghton 

Sunday 9th February 2025  
Fourth Sunday before Lent 

10:45 a.m. Holy Communion Darfield 

Men's Breakfast  
a place to chat and eat breakfast  

in fellowship together. 

Church Hall Darfield 
8:30 a.m.  to 10:00 a.m.  
Saturday 8th February. 
Please contact Robin Webb  

in order to reserve your place 
robin.webb@churcharmy.org 

Or text 07825 180 185 

Why forty? 
Was it only yesterday that we were deep in the celebrations of 
Christmas, but now, Candlemas is upon us and it is forty days 
since those festivities. As we look through our Bible, the 
number forty marks significant events in the life of the Old 
Testament Israelites.  
In the days of Noah, the Flood kept coming for forty days 
[Genesis 7: 17]. Moses stayed on the mountain with the L೹೼೮ 
for forty days and forty nights [Exodus 24: 18]. On their way to 
the Promised Land, the Israelites spent forty years wandering 
in the desert supported by the L೹೼೮’s provision of manna and 
quails. As the Israelites were finally approaching Canaan, 
Moses sent a leader from each of the twelve tribes to scout 
the land. They reported back after forty days [Numbers 13: 25]. 
The Philistine champion, Goliath, defied King Saul’s army for 
forty days [1 Samuel 17: 16] Following the triumphs on Mount 
Carmel against the priests of Baal, Elijah fled from the wrath of 
Jezebel taking forty days to reach Mount Horeb where he 
encountered the Lord in the still small voice [1 Kings 19: 8]. 
When Jonah eventually reached Nineveh, he challenged the 
inhabitants of the city that the wrath of the Lord would 
descend on them after forty days if they did not repent. 
Forty days after Christmas we come to the Feast of Purification 
which commemorates the ritual cleansing of Mary following 
the birth of Jesus. The rules surrounding childbirth are 
recorded in Chapter twelve of Leviticus. Forty days after the 
birth of a boy child, the mother had to come to the Priest and 
offer a sacrifice of a lamb or two doves.  
Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem to 
follow the purification rites and to consecrate Jesus, as their 
first-born, to the Lord as specified in Exodus 13: 2. Two people 
in the Temple were given the privilege of recognising the 
significance of the birth of Jesus. [Luke 2: 22-40].   
Simeon, a righteous and devout man, had previously received 
a promise from the Holy Spirit that he would see the Lord’s 
Salvation in his lifetime. The Spirit moved him to visit the 
Temple while the family were there, and he recognised Jesus 
as the Messiah. Simeon’s response is included in Evening 
Prayer in the Book of Common Prayer [Luke 2: 29-32] 
Anna was eighty-four years old and had been widowed after 
just seven years of marriage. She spent all her time in the 
Temple and recognised Jesus as the Redemption of Israel. She 
gave thanks to God and told everyone she met that the 
Messiah had come [Luke 2: 36-38] 
Two further periods of forty days are recorded in the New 
Testament with Jesus spending forty days in the wilderness 
following His Baptism  [Matthew 4: 2], and Jesus remained on 
Earth for forty days after His Resurrection before Ascending to 
Heaven [Acts 1: 3].  

Companions in Daily Prayer 8:30 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
Join our team on weekdays - search for Companions in 
Daily Prayer on facebook.com 



 Resources and Contacts 

Our Web Site 
http://www.darfieldallsaintschurch.org.uk/  

Email Allsaintschurchdarfield@gmail.com 

Facebook @darfieldallsaints 

DEADLINE for Content 
Items, preferably via e-mail, to 

pdrobinson@live.co.uk 
Tuesday 5:00 p.m. 

All Saints PCC Darfield is a Registered Charity (no. 1185316). 

Safeguarding contact Dr Roland Kouble 
   07896 025 780 

Churchwarden Peter Robinson 01226 753 572 
PCC Secretary Jo Darlison 07469 857 315 
Clergy Rev Fiona Kouble 07852 316 796 

Find us on A Church Near You 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/ 
Search your current location or Postcode 

All Saints St Michael 

Prayer:   
Forward any prayer requests to our 
Prayer Ministry team through  
 
Carol Hunter: 07542 527 331 

Prayer Square 
This week we are praying 

for the residents of 
Great Houghton 

 
Park Lane 

Pear Tree Close 
Milton Street 

Old Crown Gardens 
Woodlands View 

 

Community Shop on the Go and Warm Welcome Space 
Darfield Church Hall 

Thursday 6th February from 9:00 a.m.  
Community Shop - Next Dates:  20th February and 6th March 

Although the Community Shop on the Go continues on its 
fortnightly rota, the Warm Welcome Space is open 
every Thursday between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

 Candlemas 
Lord Jesus Christ, light of the 
nations and glory of Israel: make 
your home among us and 
present us pure and holy to 
your heavenly Father, your God, 
and our God. 

Readings 
Malachi 3: 1-5 

Psalm 24.[1-6] 7-10 
Hebrews 2: 14-18 

Luke 2: 22-40 

Readings for this week 
 February 
2nd  Acts 13: 13-31 
3rd  Acts 13: 32-41 
4th  Acts 13: 42-51 
5th  Acts 14: 1-7 
6th  Acts 14: 8-20 
7th  Acts 14: 21-28 
8th  Psalm 100 
9th  Psalm 101 

Candlemas 
In some traditions, Candlemas, celebrated on the 2nd February, 
marks the end of the Season of Christmas which coincides with the 
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, both being forty days after 
Christmas Day. Celebration of the Presentation dates from the fourth 
Century. Candles have ben used as a source of light for over five 
thousand years and were introduced into the celebrations of the 
Presentation in the 5th Century. Candles are still used as a symbol of 
the Light of Christ in our services during parts of our Church year 
and particularly at Services of Baptism. Candlemas is also midway 
between the Winter Solstice [21st December] and the Vernal or 
Spring Equinox [20th March] and became the traditional day when 
all the candles that were to be used in churches during the following 
year would be brought in for a blessing.  

What’s in a Book?  Jonah 
Jonah could be described as a reluctant prophet. He was active 
in the Northern Kingdom around the 8th Century BC. His 
prophesy was directed at the city of Nineveh, part of the Neo-
Assyrian Empire and amongst the largest cities at that time.  
Jonah tried to ignore his first command from the L೹೼೮ to go to 
Nineveh and set of in the opposite direction to the port of 
Joppa, where he took a ship heading for Tarshish. We will be 
familiar with the account of the great storm that arose while 
Jonah was asleep. On wakening he realised the significance 
and source of the storm and urged his ship mates to throw 
him overboard which caused the storm to cease. The Lord 
provided a large fish to swallow Jonah and after three days 
bring him back to dry land. 
Jonah obeyed the Lord’s second command to go to Nineveh 
[Jonah 3: 1-3]. He entered the city and, to his surprize and 
indignation, his warning that “Forty more days and Nineveh will 
be overthrown.” was heeded and the people believed God [3: 5] 
and thus were spared their threatened destruction [3: 10]. After 
all this, Jonah was angry at the Lord’s compassion on what 
Jonah saw as a threat to the Northern Kingdom. 


