
The Parish of Darfield 
All Saints Darfield and St Michael Great Houghton 

Sunday 23rd June 2024 
Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

10:45 a.m. Holy Communion Darfield 
 

Sunday 30th June 
Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

10: 45 a.m. Brunch Service Darfield 

Saturday 6th July 2024 at All Saints  
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Parachute Registration at 10:00 a.m. Jumps start at 10:30 
Bear Trail in Church 
Picnic in the Rectory garden 

 

David and Goliath 
In its more popular meaning the term David and Goliath has become a description of an underdog 
situation where a smaller, weaker opponent faces and sometimes overcomes a much stronger adversary. 
As with many such sayings, the term is derived from a Biblical account of one of the many battles between 
the Israelites and their neighbours the Philistines. 
Saul had been rejected by the L೹೼೮ as king of Israel but continued to lead his people. Such was the rift 
between Saul and the L೹೼೮, that the Spirit of the L೹೼೮ had departed from Saul and been replaced by an 
evil spirit from the L೹೼೮ which tormented him [1 Samuel 16: 14]. Saul’s assistants became aware of the evil 
spirit and prescribed soothing lyre music to reduce the torment.  When Saul commanded his servants to 
find someone to play for him, one of them suggested that David, the youngest son of Jesse, could play the 
lyre and gave David an impressive reference [1 Samuel 16: 18]. Saul sent messengers to Jesse to bring 
David to Saul. With suitable offerings from Jesse to the king, David was sent to Saul. David found favour 
with Saul and became one his armour bearers. David was regularly called on to play his lyre when Saul 
needed relief from the evil spirit. 
Once again, the Philistines gathered their army and came to the Valley of Elah where they took up position 
on one side of the valley. Saul gathered his army on the other side of the valley. In some situations, the 
leader of the army would send out a Champion who would engage in single combat with the opposing 
Champion to decide the outcome of the battle. On this occasion, the Philistines sent out Goliath as their 
Champion. Goliath is described as having a height of six cubits and a span [1 Samuel 17: 4]. A cubit is an 
ancient unit of measure equivalent to the length of a human forearm. Today that would be around 18 
inches or 45 cm and a span is the distance between the thumb and little finger of an extended hand, 
around 8 inches or 20 cm which would make Goliath around nine foot six tall or close on 3 metres. Goliath 
was equipped with heavy bronze armour and a spear tipped with iron, the latest technology. For forty days 
Goliath  came out each morning and challenged the Israelites. Saul and the Israelites were dismayed and 
terrified. 
Three of David’s brothers were in Saul’s army and their father Jesse sent David with provisions for them 
and gifts for their commander. On arrival at the battlefield David heard Goliath’s challenge and, in 
speaking to some of the people, asked why this Philistine should ‘defy the armies of the living God?’ [1 
Samuel 17: 26] His comments were relayed to Saul and David was summoned to the king where David 
volunteered to fight Goliath. After some hesitation, Saul agreed and gave David some armour. David 
found it too cumbersome to move and discarded it. David then picked five smooth stones from the stream 
and, with his staff and sling, set out to face Goliath. 
Goliath mocked David but David told Goliath that he came against him ‘in the name of the L೹೼೮ Almighty, 
the God of the armies of Israel’ [1 Samuel 17: 45]. As Goliath moved closer, David took one of his small 
stones and, using his sling, fired it at Goliath and struck him on the forehead. The stone sank in and 
Goliath collapsed face-down on the ground. David took Goliath’s sword and killed him. The Philistines 
turned and ran and were pursued by the Israelites.          



Resources and Contacts 

Our Web Site 
http://www.darfieldallsaintschurch.org.uk/  

Email Allsaintschurchdarfield@gmail.com 

Facebook @darfieldallsaints 

DEADLINE for Content 
Items, preferably via e-mail, to 

pdrobinson@live.co.uk 
Tuesday 5:00 p.m. 

All Saints PCC Darfield is a Registered Charity (no. 1185316). 

Safeguarding contact Peter Robinson  
pdrobinson@live.co.uk   07910 728 581 

Churchwarden Peter Robinson 01226 753 572 
Parish Admin Jo Darlison 07469 857 315 
 

Find us on A Church Near You 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/ 
Search your current location or Postcode 

All Saints St Michael 

Prayer:  
Forward any prayer requests to our 
Prayer Ministry team through  
 
Carol Hunter: 07542 527 331 

Prayer Square 
This week we are praying 

for the residents of  
Darfield 

Lombard Crescent 
Capri Close 
Bari Close 
Alba Close 
Rimini Rise 
Marina Rise 
Parma Rise 

Psalm 133:  A song of ascents. Of David. 
1 How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in 

unity! 
2 It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the 

beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his 
robe. 

3 It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For 
there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore. 

Fourth Sunday after Trinity  
Collect 

Gracious Father, by the 
obedience of Jesus you 
brought salvation to our 

wayward world: draw us into 
harmony with your will, that 

we may find all things 
restored in him, our Saviour 

Jesus Christ. 
Readings 

1 Samuel 17: 1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49  
Psalm 133 

2 Corinthians 6: 1-13 
Mark 4: 35-41       

Readings for this week 
June 

23rd Luke 22: 13-23 
24th  Luke 22: 24-40 
25th  Luke 22: 41-46 
26th  Luke 22: 47-53 
27th  Luke 22: 54-62 
28th  Luke 22: 63-71 
29th  Psalm 22: 22-31 
30th  Psalm 23 

Community Shop on the Go and Warm Space 
Thursday 27th June from 9:00 a.m. Darfield Church Hall 

Next Dates:  11th July and 25th July 

Craft and Natter: Tuesday: 1:00 p.m. Great Houghton 

We need YOUR help on 30th July 
We have booked a stall but need volunteers to 
staff it on the day as it is important that we 
have a presence at this village event. 
VOLUNTEER by 30th June  
or we will have to cancel 
Pick a stick gifts would be appreciated! 

Calming the Storm [Mark 4: 35-41]      
The Sea of Galilee is the lowest fresh-water lake in the world at about 660 
feet or 200 metres below sea level and is surrounded by mountains up to 
2,000 feet or 610 metres high. It has a long history of sudden violent storms 
particularly where the dry winds come in from the west over the highest 
mountains and interact with the warmer, wetter air around the Sea. The 
shallow waters are easily whipped up by the strong winds.    
Jesus had finished teaching the people and decided to cross over to the 
other side of the Sea. His disciples got into the boat with Him and set off 
across the water. Jesus was sleeping in the stern of the boat when a sudden 
squall hit the boat and the violent waves crashed into the boat threatening to 
swamp it. Even though some of the disciples were fishermen who had earned 
their living on these waters they became fearful for their lives.  
The disciples rushed to Jesus and woke Him with the words ‘Teacher, don’t 
you care if we drown?’ Jesus got up and rebuked the wind and told the sea 
to be still. The storm immediately died down and it was calm once more. 
The disciples had felt secure in the boat until the storm broke around them. 
Not for the first, not the last, time Jesus asked the disciples why they were so 
afraid and did they still not have faith. The disciples asked themselves who 
Jesus was if even the winds and waved obeyed him. 
What about the sudden storms in our lives? Let us look to Jesus to be our 
protector and receive from Him that Peace of God, which passedss all 
understanding [Philippians 4: 7] 


