
The Parish of Darfield 
All Saints, Darfield and St Michael, Great Houghton 

Sunday 17th September 2023 
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

9:00 a.m. Holy Communion: Gt Houghton 
10:45 a.m. Service for Sunday: Darfield 

4:00 p.m. Café Church for all the family: Darfield Church Hall 
Sunday 24th September 2023 

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
10:45 a.m. Holy Communion: Darfield 

Wanted - Project Assistants 
We are looking for a team or individuals to help us 
locate potential sources of Grant Funding so that we 
can make progress with potential works in the 
Church Hall and the provision of toilets and a 
kitchenette in All Saints Church.  
Would you spare some time to help the search?   
Details from Jo, Kay or Peter. 

Thankyou 
A big thankyou to the sixteen 
helpers and five ringers who 
assisted at our Heritage Open 
Days last weekend.  
Over the two days we welcomed 
42 adults and 4 children   

Sunday 1st October:  A Celebration of the Harvest 
As part of our celebration we will, once again, be supporting the Salvation Army Food Bank in 
Goldthorpe. Many families in our communities, including Darfield, benefit from this excellent project. 
We ask for gifts of non-perishable foods especially the following: children’s cereals, soup, beans and  
sausages, spaghetti and Sausages, Long Life milk, sugar, sweets and chocolate. Cash gifts a well as 
nappies, size 3 and above will also be appreciated.  
We would be grateful if you could bring your gifts as soon as possible so that we can use them in the 
decorations in preparation for the service 

The prophet Nahum 
Nahum describes himself as the Elkoshite, a native of Elkosh in Galilee. His prophesy relates to the Assyrian Empire 
and its final destruction. The Assyrian Empire had been built up over centuries to become the strongest and largest 
Empire in the ancient near-east. As such the Empire had inflicted cruelty on its Israelite neighbours. 
Nineveh, the capital of the Empire was on the eastern bank of the Tigris River, part of the modern city of Mosul in 
Iraq. Nineveh is described as ‘a great city’ by the L೹೼೮ as He attempted to persuade Jonah to go there and ‘preach 
against it’. [Jonah 1: 1,2]. Jonah had other ideas but eventually reached Nineveh where the city is described as taking 
‘three days to go through it’ [Jonah 3: 3] The population and rulers of the city heeded Jonah’s warning of forthcoming 
destruction and repented, and the city was spared. However, this did not last, and they soon returned to their former 
ways, inflicting further cruelty on the kingdom of Judah. 
Nahum’s prophesy predicted the total destruction of the city and the Empire. This came to pass around the end of 
the 7th Century BC when an alliance of the Medes and Babylonians, who had previously been conquered by the 
Assyrians, took over and Babylon and its Empire became the major force in the area. 
Nahum’s words were also intended to give comfort to the Israelites. He identifies ‘Look, there on the mountains, the 
feet of one who brings good news, who proclaims peace!’ [Nahum 1: 15] This same comfort is echoed by the Prophet 
Isaiah [52: 7] who also includes a reference to the Assyrian oppression [52: 4]. St Paul in his letter to the Romans uses 
the same quote  [Romans 10: 15] as he attempts to spur his readers into action by asking ‘how can they believe in the 
one of whom they have not heard?’ [Romans 10: 14] 
Our Old Testament contains the writings of five major and twelve minor prophets and over the last 
months we have attempted to give an insight into their messages. The background theme of all their 
prophesies is that God wants all His people to flourish and live in peace. As we read through the rest of 
the Old Testament we find that didn’t always happen. The task of the Prophets was to warn the people to 
turn from their sins. We have seen examples where the people and leaders took notice and did not face 
the consequences of their actions. There are many more examples where this did not happen and they 
suffered the fates identified by the Prophets. The life of a Prophet was not easy as they were mocked, 
imprisoned and persecuted. Jeremiah’s prophesy that the Babylonians would overcome the kingdom of 
Judah was ignored [Jeremiah 37: 2] and he was arrested, beaten and imprisoned. [Jeremiah 37: 14,15] 
Perhaps the easiest way to summarise the message of the prophets lies in the letter to the Church at 
Pergamos when they are told to ‘Repent, or else’ [Revelation 2:16 KJV] 



Resources and Contacts 

Our Web Site 
http://www.darfieldallsaintschurch.org.uk/  

Email Allsaintschurchdarfield@gmail.com 

Facebook @darfieldallsaints 

DEADLINE for Content 
Items, preferably via e-mail, to 

pdrobinson@live.co.uk 
Tuesday 5:00 p.m. 

All Saints PCC Darfield is a Registered Charity (no. 1185316). 

Safeguarding contact Peter Robinson  
pdrobinson@live.co.uk    07910 728 581 

Churchwarden Peter Robinson 01226 753 572 
Parish Admin Jo Darlison 07469 857 315 
Clergy Rev Fiona Kouble 01226 950 643 
  07817 167 386 

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity  

Lord God, defend Your 
Church from all false 

teaching and give to Your 
people knowledge of Your 
truth, that we may enjoy 

eternal life in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Readings 
Exodus 14: 19-31 

Psalm 114 
Romans 14: 1-12 

Matthew 18: 21-35 
 

Bible Readings for this week 
September 

17th Matthew  26: 69-75 
18th Matthew  27: 1-10 
19th Matthew  27: 11-26 
20th Matthew  27: 27-44 
21st Matthew  27: 45-56 
22nd Matthew  27: 57-66 
23rd Matthew  28: 1-10 
24th Proverbs  1: 8-19 

Find us on A Church Near You 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/ 
Search your current location or Postcode 

All Saints St Michael 

Prayer:   
Forward any prayer requests to our 
Prayer Ministry team through  
 
Carol Hunter: 07542 527 331 

Psalm 114: 
 When Israel came out of Egypt, Jacob from a people of foreign tongue, 

 Judah became God’s sanctuary, Israel his dominion. 
 The sea looked and fled, the Jordan turned back; the mountains leaped 

like rams, the hills like lambs. Why was it, sea, that you fled? Why, 
Jordan, did you turn back? Why, mountains, did you leap like rams, you 
hills, like lambs? 

 Tremble, earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God 
of Jacob, 
who turned the rock into a pool, the hard rock into springs of water. 

Prayer Square 
This week we are 

praying Darfield and the 
residents of... 

Bole Close 
Millmoor Road 
Millmoor Court 
Fairfield Court 
Henry Street 

A Prayer for Growth: 
Lord Jesus, as a Church Family in All Saints’ and St Michael’s, it is our 
mission to know You and proclaim You.  
We want to connect with our community and see Your Kingdom grow. 
Send Your Holy Spirit to renew, invigorate and inspire us in our work 
for You.  
Give us grace, wisdom and joy as we seek to hold out Your Word. 
Make us strong, powerful and courageous witnesses and grant that we 
grow in faith and in numbers, to the honour of Your Name,  Amen 

Crossing the Red Sea – read Exodus 14: 19-31 
The final plague had been inflicted on Egypt in  which every first-born 
son was killed. The Israelites were protected by the mark of the blood 
of a lamb smeared on their doorframes. Pharoah finally relented and 
allowed to Israelites to begin their journey to the Promised Land.   
The people were led by the L೹೼೮ towards the Red Sea rather than the 
easier coastal through the territory of the Philistines in case they 
changed their mind and returned to Egypt [Exodus 13: 17,18]. They 
were led by a pillar of cloud during the daytime and a pillar of fire at 
night to a camp by the Red Sea. When Pharoah heard of their 
departure he changed his mind and, with his army of chariots, chased 
after and caught up with the Israelites [Exodus 14: 5-9] 
The faith of the Israelites wavered, and many wanted to return to 
Egypt. The pillar of cloud moved between the two groups and 
prevented any interaction throughout the night. Moses was told by 
the L೹೼೮ to hold up his staff, at which point the sea began to part 
until the Israelites were able to cross as if on dry land. Pharoah’s army 
followed them but once the Israelites were safe, the waters went back 
into place and engulfed the whole of the Egyptian army. The Israelites 
saw that the majesty of the Lord had saved them and the people 
‘feared the Lord and put their trust in him and in Moses his 
servant.’ [Exodus 14: 31]. Their trust was short-lived. Travelling for 
three days into the Desert of Shur without finding water they arrived 
at Marar where the bitter waters provoked them to grumble again 
against Moses.  


