The Parish of Darfield

Knowing All Saints Darfield and St Michael Great Houghton

Jesus Saturday 14th December 2024
4:00 p.m. Café Church and Christingle Great Houghton

Sunday 15th December 2024
Third Sunday of Advent

9:00 a.m. Holy Communion Great Houghton
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship Darfield
4:00 p.m. Café Church Darfield Church Hall

—' Saturday 21st December 2024
6:00 p.m. Carol Service Great Houghton

Sunday 22nd December 2024
Fourth Sunday of Advent

9:00 a.m. Morning Worship Great Houghton

Proclaiming
Jesus

10:45 a.m. Holy Communion Darfield
6:00 p.m. Carols by Candlelight Darfield
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- All Saints Church Christmas Card

< If you want to give a greeting card to all members of
< our congregation, it can be attached to the board at

* the back of Church. Any donations from the money

* you would have spent on individual cards can be

= placed in the stocking and will be sent to support the
E work of the Salvation Army Food Bank in Goldthorpe.
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er team in decorating All Saints for the Christmas
Period
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Rejoice:

The Concise Oxford Dictionary definitions of the word rejoice include ‘to feel great joy’, 'to be glad’, 'to take delight’
and 'to cause joy'. Our Bible records over seventy instances of the word rejoice and sixteen instances of rejoicing.
Philippi was one of the main cities in Macedonia on the Via Eqnatia which was the major trade route linking the west
with Asia. St Paul visited the city on his Second Missionary Journey around 50 AD. Whilst in Lystra, Paul had seen a
vision of a man from Macedonia urging him and his companions to come to help them [Acts 16: 9]. On the Sabbath
Day during his time in Philippi, Paul went outside the city gates to find a place of prayer where Lydia and a group of
women were meeting. Lydia is described as a dealer in purple cloth and was baptised by Paul. She opened her house
to Paul and the other believers thus founding a church in the city. This was significant in that it was the first church in
what we would identify as Europe.

Some years later, Paul was in prison in Rome and send his epistle to encourage the church members in Philippi. In
the final section of the letter Paul urges his readers to '‘Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again:

Rejoice!’ [Philippians 4: 4]

In Deuteronomy, Moses received instructions for the people from the Lord. They were urged to ‘rejoice in everything
you have put your hand to, because the Lord your God has blessed you’ [Deuteronomy 12: 7]. The Angel of the Lord
who visited Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, described John as ‘a joy and delight to you, and many will
rejoice because of his birth’, [Luke 1: 14]

Over the next few months, we will see changes, but we must all work together to ensure that we can rejoice that
Christ is preached within our parish.

What's in a Book Ezekiel

Ezekiel was a priest living in Jerusalem during the reign of King Jehoiakim and at the time of the first attack on the
city by the forces of the Babylon Empire. Ezekiel was among a group who were taken into exile to Babylon. Five years
later, when he was thirty, the LorD revealed himself to Ezekiel in a vision whilst he was living with the other exiles by
the Kedar River. He saw a windstorm coming from the north. A figure appeared on a magnificent throne and Ezekiel
realised that it was as the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lorbp. Ezekiel was commissioned by the Lorp
as a prophet to accuse Israel of breaking their Covenant with Him [Ezekiel 2: ] A further consequence would be
another attack on Jerusalem in which the City and Temple would be destroyed. [Ezekiel 4: ]

Ezekiel continued to tell his people of the warnings given to him by the Lorp but was mostly ignored. Eventually,
news came to Ezekiel that the latest attack on Jerusalem had been successful and that the City and Temple were
indeed destroyed. However there had been a glimmer of hope amidst the warnings in that the Lorp had given the
promise 'l will gather you from the nations and bring you back from the countries where you have been scattered, and |
will give you back the land of Israel again. [Ezekiel 11: 17]

Perhaps the most well-known part of Ezekiel's vision promises a new shepherd for Israel [Ezekiel 34: 23] Ezekiel sees a
valley full of dry bones. He is commanded to prophesy to the bones to hear the Word of the Lorp. As he does this,
the bones begin to come together and become covered in flesh. A final commend brings breath from the four winds
to re-vitalise the bones in the way that the Lord would deal with the Israelites



Third Sunday of Advent
Collect

God for whom we watch and
wait, you sent John the Baptist
to prepare the way of your Son:
give us courage to speak the
truth, to hunger for justice, and
to suffer for the cause of right,
with Jesus Christ our Lord.

Readings

Zephaniah 3: 14-20
Canticle: 1saiah 12: 2-6
Philippians 4: 4-7
Luke 3:7-18

Readings for this week
December

15th Psalm 78: 40-55
16th Psalm 78: 56-72
17th Psalm 79
18th Psalm 80
19th Psalm 81
20th Psalm 82
21st Acts 5: 25-41
22nd  Acts 6: 1-7
Prayer Square
This week we are praying for
the residents of
Darfield
East Street
Illsley Road
North Street
Woodhall Road
Woodfield Close

Prayer:
Forward any prayer requests to our
Prayer Ministry team through

Carol Hunter: 07542 527 331

Community Shop on the Go and Warm Space

Darfield Church Hall
Next session Thursday 9th January 2025

Warm Space update
From the New Year we intend to extend our Warm Welcome Space
provision to be weekly rather than fortnightly and have been successful in
obtaining a grant to do this.
We will need extra volunteers to commit to joining our rota to be able to
fulfil this ambition - contact Kay or Jo for details and to volunteer.
The Community Shop on the Go will continue to visit every fortnight from
9th January 2025.
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Christmas in the Parish of Darfield
Saturday 14th December
4:00 p.m. Café Church and Christingle Great Houghton
Saturday 21st December
6:00 p.m. Carol Service Great Houghton
Sunday 22nd December
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g:: 6:00 p.m. Carols by Candlelight Darfield g::
o~ Christmas Eve Tuesday 24th December o~
ﬁ::; 3:00 p.m. Crib Service Darfield ﬁ::;
o~ 11:30 p.m. Midnight Communion Great Houghton o~
ﬁ::; Christmas Day Wednesday 25th December ﬁ::;
o~ 10:00 a.m. Christmas Family Communion Darfield o~
ﬁ::; Sunday 29th December ﬁ::;
iy 10:45 a.m. Pick a Carol Darfield ™
:::: 3:00 p.m. Pick a Carol Great Houghton ::::
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Thankyou to all who supported the Christmas Fair at All Saints
when a total of £943.08 was raised
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All | want for Christmas - Carols by Candlelight at All Saints

f One wish granted- thanks to Brian for putting the candles in
f their holders. We still need...

7
7
f Teams to light and extinguish the candles at the Carol Service. fj
7
7
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Mince Pies and Wine for mulling for after the service
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Churchwarden Peter Robinson
Parish Admin Jo Darlison
Clergy Rev Fiona Kouble
Our Web Site

http://www.darfieldallsaintschurch.org.uk/

Resources and Contacts

Safeguarding Contact Dr Roland Kouble

01226 753 572 07896 025 780

07469 857 315

07852 316 796: DEADLINE for Content
Items, preferably via e-mail, to

pdrobinson@live.co.uk

Email Allsaintschurchdarfield@gmail.com

Tuesday 5:00 p.m.

@darfieldallsaints

Facebook

All Saints PCC Darfield is a Registered Charity (no. 1185316).

Find us on A Church Near You
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/

All Saints St Michael

Search your current location or Postcode




