The Parish of Darfield
Knowi All Saints Darfield and St Michael Great Houghton
nowing
Jesus Saturday 11th January 2025

4:00 p.m. Café Church Great Houghton
froclaimi"g Sunday 12th January 2025
esus First Sunday of Epiphany

10:45 a.m. Holy Communion Darfield
Sunday 19th January 2025
Second Sunday of Epiphany

9:00 a.m. Holy Communion Great Houghton
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship Darfield
4:00 p.m. Café Church Darfield Church Hall

The Baptism of Jesus

In what we might consider the forgotten day of Christmas we tend to miss what few details of the early
lives of John the Baptist and of Jesus are recorded in the Gospels. We have just celebrated the new-born
Jesus witnessed by the shepherds and the visit of the Wise Men to the infant Jesus. Our Gospel reading for
today takes a leap of some thirty years and brings us to the start of the ministries of John and Jesus. What
we often miss are the references by Luke to the Jewish regulations following the birth of a son. On the
eighth day after his birth, Jesus was circumcised and named in the brit milah ceremony. Forty days after
His birth, Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple for Mary's purification and the presentation of Jesus
as first born where Jesus was revealed to Simeon and Anna. [Luke 2: 22- 40]. On the family visit to
Jerusalem to celebrate Passover when Jesus was twelve, he was found in the Temple in discussion with the
teachers and showing great understanding in his questions and answers [Luke 2: 41-48]

John was first to respond to the call. He had spent much of his adult life living in the wilderness in
preparation for the call from the Lord which came at a time wholly specified in the opening of Luke
chapter 3. He came to fulfil one of the prophesies of Isaiah ‘A voice of one calling In the wilderness,
prepare the way for the Lord make straight in the desert a highway for our God.' [Isaiah 40: 3; Luke 3: 4] He
spent his time in the area surrounding the River Jordan preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. [Luke 3: 3]. Such was the response to John's ministry that the people began to wonder
if John might be the Messiah. John answered that he was not the Messiah but had come to prepare the
way for ‘one who was more powerful than him, the straps of whose sandals he was not worthy to

untie.’ [Luke 3: 16] John's baptism was of water but the one to come would baptise in the Holy Spirit. As
John was baptising, Jesus came to him for baptism. This event is recorded in all four Gospels [Matthew 3:
13-17; Mark 1: 9-11; Luke 3: 21-22; & John 1: 29-34] All the accounts make reference to the Holy Spirit
descending as a dove onto the head of Jesus and a voice from Heaven saying 'You are my Son, whom |
love; with you | am well pleased.’

with peace.

Psalm 29 A psalm of David. Companions in Daily Prayer
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord Join members of the team on weekdays
glory and strength. 8:30 a.m. for Morning Prayer
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in 9:00 for Night P
the splendour of his holiness. *00 p-m. Tor Night Frayer
3 The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory Go to Facebook.com and search for
thunders, the Lord thunders over the mighty waters. Companions in Daily Prayer
4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is
majestic.
5 Tf?e vodice of ;IzebLord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks in pieces Saturday 18th January §
the cedars of Lebanon. ; n
10  The Lord sits enthroned over the flood, the Lord is enthroned as n tg?;: urcr:‘l‘71 Hall .
King forever. ) p-m. n
11 The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses his people for 7:00 p.m. start «
n
| |




First Sunday of Epiphany

Heavenly Father, at the
Jordan you revealed Jesus as
your Son: may we recognize

him as our Lord and know
ourselves to be your beloved
children; through Jesus Christ
our Saviour.

Readings

Isaiah 43: 1-7
Psalm 29
Acts 8: 14-17
Luke 3: 15-17, 21, 22

Readings for this week
January

12th Psalm 89: 19-29
13th Psalm 89: 30-52
14th  Psalm 90

15th Psalm 91

16th Psalm 92

17th Psalm 93

18th  Acts 10: 9-23
19th Acts 10: 24-48

Community Shop on the Go and Warm Space
Darfield Church Hall
Thursday 23rd January from 9:00 a.m.
Community Shop - Next Dates: 6th and 20th February
From 16th January, although the Community Shop on the Go
continues on its fortnightly rota, the Warm Welcome Space will be
opening every Thursday between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Prayer Square

This week we are praying
for the residents of
Great Houghton

Crabtree Drive
Pinewood Close
Ashwood Grove

Lister Row
Mileswood Close

Prayer:
Forward any prayer requests to our
Prayer Ministry team through

Carol Hunter: 07542 527 331

What's in a Book?  Joel
We know little of the background of the Prophet Joel other the name
of his father Jethuel [Joel 1:1]. The writings of many of the other Old
Testament Prophets can be placed in history by their references to
events or rulers. With several references to the writings of earlier
prophets, but none to specific events, Joel is thought to have been
active following the return from exile in Babylon.
Joel points out no specific sins of the people but centres on the Day
of the Lord, a term first used by Isaiah to describe the time when
judgement comes [Isaiah 6: 6-22]. Joel likens this time to the familiar
sight of swarms of locusts. The locust is normally solitary but on
occasions will group into swarms. These swarms will descend on any
vegetation and completely devour it before moving on. The swarms
link the undoing of creation which flourished in Eden before the fall
with the state of the nation in his time. The forthcoming Day of the
Lord would be a day of darkness and gloom. [Joel 2: 1,2] A large and
mighty army led by the Lord was coming with locusts with the
appearance of galloping horses [Joel 2: 4] which would overcome all
the defences of the land.
A plague of locusts was the eighth of the ten plagues inflicted by the
Lorp on the people of Egypt during the attempts to persuade
Pharoah to allow the Israelites to escape from captivity. [Exodus 10: 4
-20]. In the book of Revelation, John is given a vision of locusts which
looked like horses prepared for battle [Revelation 9: 7] and who were
given power to torture those who did not have the seal of God on
their forehead [Rev 9: 3-9]. Even at this late stage, the Lord would be
merciful if the people would return to Him with all their Heart [Joel 2:
12] he would provide anew for them all that as necessary and repay
them for the years that the locusts had eaten [Joel 2: 25]
Whilst living in the wilderness as a preparation for his ministry John
the Baptist ate locusts and wild honey. [Mark 1: 1-8] At Pentecost,
Peter began his great speech with references to the prophet Joel
[Acts 2: 14: 21]. The gathered crowds had just heard the words
spoken by the disciples in their own languages, but some had
thought that they were drunk. They were, as we know, full of the Holy
Spirit as Joel wrote ‘I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons
and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your
young men will see visions’.
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved

[Joel 2; 32; Acts 2:21]

Churchwarden Peter Robinson

Parish Admin Jo Darlison
Clergy Rev Fiona Kouble
Our Web Site

http://www.darfieldallsaintschurch.org.uk/

Resources and Contacts

01226 753 572 Safeguarding contact Dr Roland Kouble
07469 857 315 07896 025 780
07852 316 796

DEADLINE for Content
Items, preferably via e-mail, to
pdrobinson@live.co.uk

Email Allsaintschurchdarfield@gmail.com Find us on A Church Near You

Tuesday 5:00 p.m.

Facebook @darfieldallsaints

All Saints PCC Darfield is a Registered Charity (no. 1185316).

All Saints St Michael
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/ [l Ofy=400)
Search your current location or Postcode et B BN

e




