
Friends of Darfield Churchyard 
 

Newsletter – Winter 2015 

Another year almost over, and the churchyard is looking as lovely as ever. We have just 

had the glorious colours of the trees in autumn, and soon we shall no doubt be seeing 

the first covering of snow, but already the spring bulbs are starting to peep through. 

 

Our Christmas cards are on sale at 75p each with views of the church and 

churchyard in snow.  They are on sale at Darfield library or card shop.  

We sincerely thank Robert and Marie Taylor for once again paying for our 

initial run of cards.  We also thank all of you who have been buying the 

cards and supporting FODCY once again in this way. 
 

Our ongoing projects……… 

Felling four dead trees 

As explained in our last newsletter, four trees in the churchyard are dead and could become 

dangerous, and therefore need to be felled.  This is specialist work.  One tree has been 

felled but we still are waiting for work to be carried out on the remaining three.  This work is 

now scheduled for January 2016 

Repair of Gravestones 

Our churchyard workers have been busy carrying out minor repairs to the gravestones where 

needed and ensuring that the stones are safe and upright where possible.  It is lovely to see 

so many of the stones once again looking in good repair. 

Maintaining the grounds of the churchyard 

Since Barnsley Council stopped their grass cutting in our churchyard, our own workers have 

been solely responsible for the maintenance.  I am sure that those of you who have been 

down there recently will agree that they are doing a marvellous job. 

 

Our last ‘Evening Event’ of 2015 …..took place on Friday 27 November 2015 when Brian 

Elliott gave an illustrated talk on 'Mines, Muckstacks and Memories'.  We 

welcomed over forty people to the Church Hall for this really interesting talk. 

Brian is widely regarded as a leading expert on the history of our area and, as 

the son and grandson of miners, he has a particular interest in preserving and 

recording our mining heritage.  His talk at Darfield had been specifically written 
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for the occasion and brought back many memories.  We were reminded of the crucial role of 

the coal mining industry in the life of the nation and of the hardships endured by the miners, 

their wives and children which held our communities together. The images of our nearby pits, 

Houghton Main, Dearne Valley and Darfield Main, triggered our own recollections of those 

who worked underground all their lives.  We heard again the voice of one such local man, 

Johnny Williamson, in an interview that he recorded with Brian some years ago, when he told 

of his first day at the pit aged just 14 when he was set on as a 'nipper. The changes in the 

industry which followed its nationalisation in 1947, the strikes and the eventual demise of the 

pits gave us food for thought about the changes which followed in the community.  Brian 

rekindled our sense of pride in the hard work and the community spirit of our mining forbears 

whose stories must be preserved and passed on to future generations. 
 

We are sincerely grateful to Brian who gave his time and shared his knowledge freely, 

enabling us to raise the amazing sum of £246 to support the work in the 

churchyard. Thanks to all of you who came along and on whose support we know we 

can rely. 
 

Now for our future evening events to which you can look forward!  We have 

three excellent and varied events in the pipeline…………………… 
 

Our own Kay Valentine is to share the research done by Mike Smith and herself in 

an illustrated presentation entitled 'Darfield Soldiers in the First World War'. 
 

Martha Hayward, the granddaughter of one of our regular supporters, is a soprano singer who 

has offered to come to give a concert here next year, to which we can look forward.   Find out 

more about her on her website www.marthahayward.co.uk  (She has even sung for royalty.) 
 

Barnsley born Professor Joann Fletcher, one of the world's leading Egyptologists who 

curated the recent Roman exhibition at Barnsley museum (which featured coins from the 

Roman hoards found in Darfield) is coming to share her expertise and enthusiasm and remind 

us of more reasons to be proud of our past!   Read more about her on the internet too. 
 

Watch out early in the New Year for details and dates for these events. 

The posters which publicise our events are designed and printed by Geoffrey Hutchinson and 

we are very grateful for his help. 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

The Powell Family Grave 

It is interesting to know that so many people came to our area 

in the late 1800’s because of the opportunities provided by the 

opening of the local coal mines.  Many instances of this can be 

found in the inscriptions on graves in our churchyard: for 

example Benjamin and Alice Powell, whose grave is shown here. 
 

Benjamin’s parents, William and Elizabeth Powell, were both 

born in Nottingham and were living in Normanton when he was 

born in 1852.  He had two brothers and three sisters, and two grandchildren were also living 

with the family. 
 

Benjamin married Alice Turton in York in November 1872.  They were probably working in the 

area at that time.   
 

Alice’s parents were George and Sarah Turton of Gawber Hall, Barnsley, who had married in 

1849 at Darton.  George had been born in 1826 in Gawber to John and Martha Turton and had 

eight brothers and sisters.  Sarah came from Lancashire, from a mining family.  

http://www.marthahayward.co.uk/


At the 1881 census, Benjamin and Alice were living in York, along with their two sons and two 

daughters, all of whom were born in York.  At this time Benjamin was employed as a railway 

engine driver.  His sister, Elizabeth Hannah, was also living with them and was working as a 

dressmaker. The family continued to live in York and the eldest son became an engine cleaner. 
 

By the 1901 census Benjamin and Alice were living at New Street, Sandhill, Great Houghton, 

with their family of four sons and three daughters.  Benjamin and his sons were all working in 

the local coal mines.  He was still at the same address and working in the mines at the 1911 

census. 
 

In 1927 Benjamin passed away, aged 75 years, and the following year his dear wife, Alice, 

died aged 76 years.  Also buried in the grave with them is their grandson, George A Adsetts, 

who also died in 1927, aged just 16 years. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Spotlight on ……. Edward Watson 
 

In 1932 Mr William Jobling, said to be Darfield’s second 

oldest resident, celebrated his 82nd birthday.  On being 

interviewed for a local newspaper he recalled the Darfield of his 

early years.  He spoke of his father, a miller who worked at a little 

mill in Woodall Lane, and of his schooldays at the Church School on 

School Street.  He said that this school was now closed and also 

that that the only other school in the village in his young days had 

been Watson’s School in the churchyard. 
 

This school building stood 

within the churchyard boundary to the right on 

entering the church gates.  The schoolmaster was Mr 

Edward Watson.  This parish school (as it was called) 

was funded, or rather the master’s salary was funded, 

fully or in part by one or more of the several charities 

distributed to the parish at this time.  Eventually it 

was decided that the school should be pulled down 

sometime around 1878, and the ground on which it had 

stood was re-consecrated for use as burial ground.  The Rev H Bowen Cooke had a small 

reading room erected to be conveyed to the parishioners in lieu of the old school. 
 

Edward Watson was a much respected member of the community and was, for many years, 

schoolmaster and Registrar of Births and Deaths for the district.  He was born in 

Newmillerdam and married Sarah Kemp of Little Houghton in 1829.  They had 7 children, all 

born and baptised in Darfield. Formerly of Pinfold Lane, he and his family moved to Elm 

House, a detached stone building which stood at the Inkerman end of Hill 

Street, off Snape Hill.  Several of his daughters remained unmarried and 

became schoolmistresses, presumably at his school.  An entry in the 1857 

Post Office Directory states that Edward Watson was running a ‘Boys’ Day 

School’. 
 

Edward died in 1883, aged 80, and his wife, Sarah, died two years later 

aged 78.  He had asked to be buried ‘beneath the ancient yew’ and their 

grave lies roughly midway on a line between the Lundhill monument and the 

north east corner of the church. 
 

Some interesting information about Edward Watson and his school appears 

in the Sheffield Independent newspaper of 4 August 1849.  It tells of how 

The site of ‘Watson’s School’. 
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Mr Watson had ‘preferred a charge of assault against Mr Charlesworth and Geo Green, 

constable’.  As Mr Watson was entering the school on 18 July, he was met at the door by Mr 

Charlesworth who said, ‘In the name of the trustees I refuse you admittance to this school’. 

Mr Watson continued to try to enter so Messrs Charlesworth and Green ‘endeavoured to put 

him out’.  This was the assault to which Mr Watson referred.  At this point in the 

proceedings it was stated that the appointment of schoolmaster was vested in the hands of 

the Revs Mr Charlesworth and H B Cooke, vicar and rector.  They had served a notice on Mr 

Edward Watson to give up possession and had applied for a warrant of ejectment.  They had 

also served a further notice on Mr Watson on the preceding Tuesday.  The Bench, before 

whom the assault charge was being heard, decided that it had no jurisdiction in the matter as 

it arose from a ‘disputed right’. 
 

However that does not appear to have been the end of the matter as a further newspaper 

article appears in the Leeds Times in July 1851 stating that Mr Watson and Rev Charlesworth 

were again ‘engaged in legal warfare’.  It calls Edward Watson the ‘late schoolmaster of the 

Church School’ and explains that he had been “regularly appointed by the rector and vicar of 

Darfield, several years ago, to be schoolmaster of the Church school on its being opened, but 

in consequence of some disagreement between him and the rector, he was forcibly ejected 

from the school about 12 months since.  Whilst schoolmaster, he was paid an annuity by the 

rector, which had been devised for teaching children, and known by the name of ‘Lonsdale’s 

charity’.  The rector has refused to sign the cheque for the payment of this annuity to 

Watson since his dismissal; but Watson (having still continued to teach the children though 

ejected from the school-room), and conducted them to their usual places in the church every 

Sunday, claimed the amount from Mr Charlesworth, disputing the rector’s right to dismiss 

him. Mr Charlesworth deems a newly appointed schoolmaster entitled to the money in dispute.  

The case was heard before William Walker Esq., in the last County Court, who will deliver his 

judgement on 8 August next.  The village has been for a considerable time past in a state of 

perturbation from the disputes between the parties; and an attack during one night last week 

was made on the school, when upwards of 150 squares of glass were broken”. 
 

We have not yet found the result of the judgement.  Edward Watson continued to be called 

schoolmaster – but whether he was master of Watson’s School, and whether Watson’s School 

was the same as the ‘Church School’ is not clear.  Our research continues. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Chiffchaffs and Other Birds 

Sometime ago I wrote about a bird which can be seen in our Churchyard called a Chiffchaff. 

I said you usually hear this bird before you see it: the call is easily recognisable and is 

“Chiffchaff” which is repeated.  I mentioned that they leave this country around August 

time; you can imagine my surprise when on Tuesday 13th October 2015, I heard, then saw a 

Chiffchaff in our churchyard.  This bird must definitely like our churchyard.  
 

Two more birds to look out for at this time of year are the 

Redwing and Fieldfare. They come to this country for the 

winter from Scandinavia, where at this time of year the 

weather gets too cold for them and their food supplies 

become scarce. These birds are easy to recognise as the 

pictures show. Sometimes you can see quite large flocks.  

Keep looking.          (written by A.B. Irdwatcher) 
 

Our newsletters (including back copies) are now also available to view on the FODCY pages on 

Darfield All Saints Church Web Site – www.darfieldallsaintschurch.org.uk 
This newsletter was written, and most photographs were taken, by Glenice Smith, Sheila McMillan and Kay Valentine.  Special thanks to 

William Smith (aged 16) for the magnificent panorama photo, as well as one of the Christmas cards.   
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